Serve the Savior as Your Creator
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® He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. ® For by Him all things were created that are in

heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things
were created through Him and for Him. " And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.

My Identity as an INDIVIDUAL (Colossians 1:1)

My Identity as Part of a GROUP (Colossians 1:2)

Three Realms of a Believer’s Walk (Colossians 1:3-8) — Ongoing Belief, Active Care, Forward Focus

Three Areas of Prayer for Spiritual Growth (Colossians 1:9-11) - Worthy Walking, Fruitful Working, Empowered Doing

Four Reasons to Thank God (1:12-14) — Our Qualification, Extrication, Translation, Redemption (He made us fit, free,
followers, forgiven)

—Image - God of all

He is the image of the invisible God (6¢ éotiy eikwv tod Beod 0D dopdtou,)

1.
A.
B.
C.
D.
2.

Man created the image of God

Jesus the image of God

2 Cor 4:4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.

No image (Ex 20, Deut 5)
Believers are predestined to be to Christ’s image (Rom 8:29) through the (2 Cor 3:18)
Invisible

e Invisible Attributes (Rom 1:20) — For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they
are without excuse,

e Creation of and Control Over All Things (Col 1:16) — For by Him all things were created that are in
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.

e Seeing Him Who is Invisible (Heb 11:27) — By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king;
for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.

e 1 Tim 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.

e John 4:24

— Firstborn of all

the firstborn over all creation (mpwtérokog Taang kTioewe)

“firstborn” can mean first created being and/or that which has precedence over creation NIGTC (Colossians)

“That “firstborn’ must denote primacy over creation, and not just within creation, isindicated by the conjuction linking the two
verses: he is “firstborn of all creation because in him were created all things” in heaven and in earth. NIGTC (Colossians)

Revelation 3:14 "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ' These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: (Kal t¢ dayyéiy thg év Acodikely ékkAnolog ypaov: Tdde Aéyel 6 duiv, 6
MEETUG O TLOTOG Kol GANBLYOg, M) dpyM Thg KTloewg tod Beod-)

Jesus, the Firstborn

Of creation

From the dead (Rev 1:5; cf. Col 1:18) — and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own
blood,

Among many brethren (Rom 8:29) — For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.
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Commanded to Be Worshipped as God (Heb 1:6) — But when He again brings the firstborn into the world,
He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him."

To which the general assembly and church belong (Heb 12:23) — to the general assembly and church of
the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,

— Creator of all

For by Him all things were created (6tL év adt¢ éktiodn Td TovTw)
A. The of creation (what)
that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers (év
TOlG 0Upavolg Kal €mL Thg yfg, T& Opatd kol T& ddpatw, €lte BpdvoL €lte kupLdTnTeg €lte dpyal elte Eovolal)
e Where — Any place
e What — Any thing — “no job too small”
e Who — Any body — answerable to Him & controlled by Him
Results in the of Creature to Creator
Hebrews 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to
whom we must give account. (kal olk oty kTlolg Gdavng évamiov adtod, TaVTe &€ YUuVE Kol TETPUYNALOMEVE TOLG
O0dOeAL0lg adTod, TPoOg OV MUY O A0Y0G.)
Results in the of Creation
Romans 8:39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (olite Uwpe olite BaBog olite Tig KTioLg €tépa Suvnoetal MU xwploal &mo Thg dydmmg tod
Beod Thg &v XpLot® 'Inood T¢ Kuplw HUAV.)
B. The of creation (how) — All things were created through Him (1 movto 61 adtod)
Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them. (x0tod yap éopev moinue, ktiobévteg év XpLotd ‘Inood éml €pyoic ayadoic olg Tpontoipadey O
Beog, Tva &v adrolg mepLmeTowey.)
Eph 3:9 and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden
in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; (ki ¢wtioet [Tavteg] tic 1 olkovoutle tod puotnplov Tod
GTOKEKPUUUEVOD &TO TAV alwvwy év T¢) Bed T¢ To TAVTe KTLOOVTL,)
Rev 4:11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will
they exist and were created.” (&iog €i, 6 klpLog kal 6 Bedg MUAY, AePely THY 60%ay kol Thy TLunw kel THy Shvauly, 8tL
ol ékTLong TO TvTe Kol Suk TO BEANUA oou ooy Kol ékTiodnoav.)
C. The of creation (why) — and for Him (ei¢ adtov éktiotal)
Romans 1:25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed forever. Amen. (oitiveg pethilafor thy dAnderar 10D Beod v T¢) Yeddel kal éoefuobnoar kol
Elatpevoar TH kTloel mopk TOV KTloowte, O¢ éoTLy eDAoynTog el Tolg aldveg, dunv.)
Without Accepting God as the Creator, You Cannot Know or Understand:
e The Purpose and Plan of Gender (Matt 19:4; 1 Cor 11:9)
e The Extent of the Gospel Message (Mark 16:15)
e  The Means of Comprehending Time (Mark 13:19)
e The Plan of God for Believers — Good Works (Eph 2:10)
e The Power of God in Salvation & Sanctification — Creation of a New Man (Eph 4:24)
e The Process and Goal of Believers — Renewed in Knowledge (Col 3:10)
e The Power of God to Make New Things — New Creation (2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15)
e  The Propriety of Marriage (1 Tim 4:3)
e  The Purpose of Food (1 Tim 4:3)
e To Differentiate Between Things Created and Uncreated (Heb 9:11)
¢ Many, many other things.
A. The of creation (priority) — And He is before all things,( kel adtog €0TLV TPO TAVTWY)
B. The of creation (power — God) — and in Him all things consist (ke to Tavte év adt@ ovvéotnker)
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